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by brenda dwyer ©
looking back i’m not sure 

where i was or what we were 
doing when i heard him speak 
the words i would come to hear 
(sometimes several times a day) 
for the very first time, “i have a 
big surprise for you.”  “it’s huge!”  
“you are going to fall down to the 
ground crying when you see it; 
you’ll be so happy.”  or he might 
say … “you’re going to feel re-
ally bad you said/did that when 
you see your big surprise.” i had 
found three bronze life-size mus-
tang (think horses) sculptures that 
were all separate but if placed just 
right would look as though they 
were running across our yard … 
i had remarked more than once 
how much i wanted them … but 
repeatedly he assured me that 
“no, it’s not the three mustangs.”  
it wasn’t long before i didn’t be-
lieve in the “big surprise” any-
more.  i started to hear it as code 
for “behave”.  i laugh as i think 
back on this and yet i would hear 
over and over (for what seemed 
like two months or more) about 
this “big surprise”.  finally, im-
mediately after entering the shop 
one morning, i was talking to 
bob when his phone rang and he 
abruptly did a turn-a-bout and 
went right back outside.  i heard 
him say, “noah”.  it was all very 
puzzling to me but i didn’t pur-
sue it.   another few days went 
by bearing the usual exchanges 
about the “big surprise” and i 
realized i was becoming desen-
sitized to the whole thing.  Just 
to get back at him every time he 
would mention the big surprise i 
would tell him, “it better be my 
mustangs” or “i am so excited 
… i just know you ordered my 
mustangs!”  i didn’t believe for a 
minute that there was a surprise 
waiting for me in the future – at 
least not the one bob was refer-
ring to.  after all, surprises are 
just that – unexpected and ran-
dom so it was quite possible 
that a surprise would happen in 
my future.  maybe, just maybe, 
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Some say it is easier to for-

give than to ask for forgiveness 
and i would have to agree.  ask-
ing for forgiveness involves ad-
mitting wrong doing.  it is hum-
bling and it is necessary.  i am 
one of those people that cannot 
go to bed at night with trouble on 
my mind; at least not more than 
two nights in a row.  i almost al-
ways try to “right my wrongs” 
before sundown.  lately i have 
tried to be more considerate in 
my actions, more careful with my 
words, more sensitive and more 
compassionate.  Sometimes it is 
so easy to be all of these things 
and there are other times that i 
may feel as though i am trying 
to swallow a hard pill.  the other 
day bob and i were hosting fam-
ily night and as i was washing 
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publisher’s clearinghouse would 
come to my house and tell me 
that although i never enter – i am 
the big winner of their drawing 
– now that would be a surprise.  
well, as is usual with me and 
my run-away thoughts … i was 
so wrong.  there was a surprise 
and, looking back, i would have 
to say it was what i would de-
scribe as immeasurably big.  

i walked into the office on 
april 16, 2012 ready to greet 
the week.  i had “thrown” my 
lower back out over the weekend 
(again!) and was having a hard 
time getting up and down.  my 
sciatic nerve was also acting up 
and the combination was down-
right painful.  i was at the office 
for maybe a half hour before i 
told bill, our operations man-
ager, that i had to go back home 
to get a medicated heat patch for 
my back.  the look that crossed 
his face for a split second put me 
on high alert.  Something was 
going on.  i retreated back to 
my office and thought of another 
way to ease my back pain when 
i remembered that i kept an elec-
tric heating pad tucked away in 
my closet that might help.  after 
about an hour or so i realized 
that since i didn’t have a pillow 
to prop the pad up it wasn’t go-
ing to do much good.  about that 
time bob poked his head into the 
office and i told him i was go-
ing home to get a patch for my 
back.  he looked me straight in 
the eye and said, “you cannot go 
home.”  i persisted. i had to go 
home because i couldn’t take this 
pain another minute.  he looked 
like he was about to tear up.  he 

knew i was in a great amount 
of pain but he also knew other 
things that i was completely 
clueless about.  i could see the 
“wheels turning in his head” and 
so i asked if maybe we could go 
to the local drugstore and get 
more patches – i needed some-
thing to alleviate the pain.  we 
agreed that we could do this over 
lunch.  in no time at all we were 
off to have lunch.  i don’t quite 
recall our conversation over 
lunch at hilltop or what led up 
to the decision but after lunch in-
stead of heading to the drugstore 
we were headed to the house be-
cause he had just informed me 
that the day of the “big surprise” 
had finally arrived!  Seriously?  
was he joking?!  i was so excit-
ed i forgot all about my pain (as 
long as i didn’t move around too 
much).  on the way home (as 
we were driving down the “S” 
curves) i remarked that it seemed 
like it was taking forever to get 
there … i couldn’t wait!  in the 
flash of an eye i became a little 
6 year old child; heavy with an-
ticipation and without patience 
… that is until we got a block 
away from our street and bob 
made a sudden (!) turn to the 
right … away from our house.  
he was having second thoughts.  
he thought that perhaps he had 
made a mistake, that i wouldn’t 
be so excited … that it wasn’t as 
“big” as he originally thought.  
he knew from things the people 
that had helped him (with the 
big surprise) had said that no 
one else had done this before … 
at least no one that any of them 
knew of.  “let’s just go back to 

the office and wait until the work 
day is over before we go home” 
he said.  i had never seen him so 
nervous … so unsure.  i almost 
started to cry because he was so 
visibly upset.  i wanted to com-
fort him and reassure him that 
whatever it was (thiS iS really 
happening!  there really 
iS a big SurpriSe!) i was sure 
to love it because of the thought 
that had gone into it.  i also 
told him that i had to go home 
because if my heart continued 
to swell at its current rate that i 
would surely expire before the 
end of the work day.  i couldn’t 
wait another minute!  he then 
turned the car homeward once 
more and we were on our way.  
i couldn’t imagine what he could 
have done at home.  all sorts of 
things went thru my mind – but 
all of them would have taken 
more than a day to accomplish.  
i imagined that it had something 
to do with my garden – perhaps 
he had an entire crew of people 
come in to restore it.  about a 
quarter of a mile away from the 
house or so he asked me to close 
my eyes and keep them closed 
until he instructed me to open 
them.  he asked if i would prom-
ise to keep them shut.  i did.  he 
then told me to keep them closed 
because he was going to have to 
swerve around a branch that was 
in the street – i kept them closed.  
i could tell we were turning into 
our driveway – i could tell then 
that we were turning to the right 
towards my garden.  i could hear 
his breathing, could tell he was 
anxious, nervous, almost petri-
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Andrew Martin PH: (574) 862-4457

MArtin truss Mfg.
62332 C.r. 1

Elkhart, in 46516

trusses, Houses & Post Barns • Lean to’s • garages
Laminated Columns/Posts • Perma Columns/Precast Concrete Columns

Bill’s 
Collision serviCe

13024 uS 20 • middlebury, in 46540
ph: 574-825-2965 • Fx: 574-825-7008

• alignmentS
• oil changeS
• tire rotation 
   & balance

billscollision@frontier.com

LIVE BAIT 24/7
524 S. Main Street • Middlebury, IN

Now Open

NEED WORMS FOR YOUR COMPOST? OUR NIGHTCRAWLERS GET THE JOB DONE!

salIsbuRy’s stake

TRUE & IMPERIAL RESTAURANT EQUIPMENT SALES

 524 S. Main Street • Middlebury, in 46540 • (574) 825-1677
located in the a Good neiGhbor heatinG & coolinG buildinG

Classified 
Rates
10¢

PeR WoRd
$5.00 MiniMuM
ContaCt us at 
brenda@agood-

neighboronline.com 
or call 

574-825-1677 

deadline is the 18th 
of every month.

 maRk youR calEndaRS FoR BBQ School

5/19 RiBS n chickEn  
6/30 ButtS n BRiSkEtS  
8/18 tuRkEy n loin

a good neighbor, llc 
    presents
       chris marks BBQ School
 

chris marks is a nationally recognized elite competition barbeque chef and 
barbeque business leader from kansas city.

chris has won more than 43 national barbeque championships, and over 600 
individual awards including the Jack daniel’s world championship BBQ Sauce 

championship, and the granddaddy of them all... the american Royal. 
chris is a 9x world Barbeque champion.

he has been featured on the Food channel’s “taste of america” 
with mark de-carlo, travel channels’ “BBQ Battle”, and numerous 

other local and regional BBQ shows.

REgiStER now!
claSSES aRE limitEd to  
30  indiVidualS.
(574) 825-1677

claSSES aRE $98.00 Each
whEn: 1-4pm
whERE: 524 S. main St.
             middlEBuRy, in 46540
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AVAILABLE FOR
Wedding Receptions • Reunions
Meetings • Sporting Events
Parties (no alcohol)

Heated and Air Conditioned
Full use of Kitchen, Tables and Chairs
FOR RENTAL INFORMATION CALL DEAN AT 574-535-3652

RENT THE 
BETHESDA 
GYM

11590 CR 10, MIDDLEBURY, INDIANA

DON’T RENT A

RENT THE 

DON’T RENT A

Tent

by Stephanie Salisbury
“for you created my inmost 

being – you knit me together 
in my mother’s womb.” –psalm 
139:13

mother’s day is this weekend.  
i continue to think of all the bless-
ings i’ve been showered with by 
having a mother as wonderful 
as mine.  i’ve never had to go 
through the trauma of physical 
or emotional abuse that so many 
have endured in their lifetime.  i 
have never questioned her love 
or devotion.  i have never doubt-
ed her gut response to anything 
resembling injustice toward her 
children.  i have never pondered 
how she might have done some-
thing differently.  She is, as all 
mothers should be, a role model 
to me in every way.

i have this incredible bond not 
only because we work so hard at 
maintaining a good relationship, 
but because it was innate.  god 
saw my mother from the very be-
ginning of time, just as he saw 
me.  he ‘knit me together in my 
mother’s womb’, a tapestry wo-
ven to be exactly who i am, gifted 
with talents and abilities that are 
unique to me.  all of the doting a 

good mother does on her child, 
that’s what god does with us.  

when we have questions, he 
has answers.  when we have 
fears, he has peace.  when we 
have doubts, he has evidence.  
when we have weakness, he 
has overwhelming strength.  the 
traditional ‘mold’ of god the fa-
ther is what we’ve given him.  
this old, bearded man wearing 
a white robe and shining with the 
intensity of a thousand suns.  the 
truth is, god has no form.  we 
are made in his image, all of 
us – not just the males, but the 
females as well.  and if moth-
ers are made in his image, what 
does that tell you about god?  he 
is compassionate and kind, close 
enough to help but respectful 
enough to let us make our own 
choices.  he gives us guidance 
and lets us find the path he’s 
laid out for us, even if it requires 
us to stumble from time to time.  
when we stumble, he picks us 
up, dresses our wounds, and is 
our biggest cheerleader so we’ll 
get back in the game.  
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A word from Bob Dwyer, Jr.
the CoRneR offICe

thIs ‘n that

the Cat’s meow
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painting tipS, hintS and tRickS
• painting windowS
 Soap the windows when you’re painting the trim  
 alongside them. the paint won’t sick to soaped are  
 areas of the glass.
•  paint SpatterS
 Small paint splatters on windows can be removed 
 by applying polish remover to them and wiping off.
•  painting doorS
 coat locks, hinges knob, etc with petroleum jelly to  
 prevent scraping later.
•  antiquing
 a small piece of carpet gives a lovely grained effect  
 when antiquing furniture.
•  Storing paint
 Store paint containers upside down with lids tightly  
 fitted to prevent skin from forming on the surface.
•  paintbruSheS
 Sock brushes containing hardened paint in hot 
 vinegar. then wash in warm, sudsy water.
•  removing varniSh
 old varnish can be removed by scrubbing with a  
 stiff brush in a strong and hot solution of washing  
 soda. wipe off loose varnish with an old cloth.
•  popSicle StickS
 when painting, dip a popsicle stick into the paint.  
 later it will make a handy color guide to match 
 colors when you shop.
•  looSe bruSheS
 paintbrushes won’t shed if you apply nail polish at  
 the base of the brush.
• paint remover for Skin
 apply cooking oil to skin to remove paint.
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Owner of Three Little Pigs
BBQ & Catering in Kansas
City, MO and General
Manager of Ace of Hearts
BBQ Specialties, Chris
Marks has won over 40
competition events all over
the United States. In the last
twelve years, Chris has won
the prestigious American
Royal Championship eight
times. He has been featured
on the Travel Channel’s
“Taste of America with
Mark DeCarlo”, the Food
Network’s “BBQ Battle”
and numerous local broad-
cast and radio events
throughout the Midwest.

u Students will learn “hands on”, from start to
finish, how to BBQ/Smoke Ribs & Chicken

u All students will take home a slab of
Mouthwatering Ribs

u Non alcoholic beverages will be provided.

u Class includes instruction on equipment,
fuel, rubs, BBQ, technique, choice of
woods and more.

It’s not often we have the opportunity to lean hands-on from someone like Chris Marks.
If you want to step up your game and learn something special about BBQ this is an opportunity
you should not pass up!

A Good Neighbor in Middlebury will be hosting this special event rain or shine at their store.
BBQ Classes Make Great Gifts!

Important Information
AGood Neighbor

Enroll over the phone
574 825-1677

Send a check or visit us
524 S Main St.

Middlebury Indiana 46540

2012 Class BBQ101 May 19
1pm to 4:30pm

Class in
Middlebury

Full payment of class fee is due at time of enrollment.
$90.00 per participant / enrollment is limited to 30 people.
Enroll now to ensure a seat

by brenda dwyer ©
taj is beautiful.  She moves in 

such a graceful way.  i am mes-
merized by her.  the other day 
cleo, brittle and i were loung-
ing out by the barn when Stass 
whizzed around the corner – he 
was not much more than a blur 
yet he came to an abrupt stop 
right beside us and sat perfectly 
still.  brittle’s fur rose on the top 
of her back and cleo and i didn’t 
know what to think until she 
walked past just seconds later.  
we had never seen her before.  
She took a few steps here and 

there and every time she did it 
appeared as if she were walk-
ing on air; we were so awestruck 
by her that none of us dared to 
move.  as old as i am i have 
never seen anything like her; she 
has huge orange eyes with green 
rims, her fur is long and luxuri-
ous, she has strong presence to 
be sure and as far as the rules 
of engagement go – she trumps 
us all.  taj is breathtaking and 
to say she is graceful is an gross 
understatement.  after she had 
explored our yard – and i still 
don’t know what came over us 
that we allowed her to do so un-
interrupted – she walked directly 
towards us all the while scanning 
our little foursome to determine 
who was in charge.  She stopped 
in front of me and sat softly 
upon the grass.  we exchanged 
“knowing” looks and then she 
told us about her travels, her life 
and now her very personal trag-

it’s more than just a class. 
on the 19th of may a good 
neighbor will host a cooking 
bbq/grilling class. we have ar-
ranged to bring chris marks the 
nine time world champion bbq 
master to middlebury. if you ever 
thought of improving your 

bbq skills or just want to do 
something different this is your 
opportunity.

the class is about 4 to 5 hours 
long - chris will teach you every-
thing you need to know about 
smoking chicken and ribs; from 
how to pick your meat at the 
grocery store, prepping, cooking 
temperatures, seasoning, rubs, 
sauces and much more. if you’ve 
never barbequed before or 
you’re thinking of cooking in the 
competitions this is a great op-
portunity – chris covers it all. the 
class can make a great gift or just 
be something special and fun to 
do on a Saturday afternoon. 

we limit the class to about 
30 people so please call to hold 
your spot today. the 

cost of the class is $98.00 
per person; this price includes 
all your supplies and you will 
be taking home a full slab of 

ribs you prepared yourself at the 
class. we will have 

free gifts and lots of fun 
throughout the afternoon.  bren-
da and i have attended these 
classes and have some wonder-
ful memories of them – we want 
to pass that opportunity on to 
you – it’s too good to miss!  to 
encourage the art of bbq we do 
not make a profit on these classes 
in fact we spend far more then 
we collect to bring the classes to 
our friends and neighbors.  we 
would like to continue sponsoring 
events like this so please consider 
attending and having some fun. 
call now to get that spot seating 
is limited and your community 
support is greatly appreciated. 

Full payment of class fee is due at time of enrollment. 
$98.00 per participant / enrollment is limited to 30 people.   

  Enroll now to ensure a seat
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diREctionS
1. lightly grease a 9x13 inch baking dish. arrange half the bread cubes in 
the dish, and top with cream cheese cubes. Sprinkle 1 cup blueberries over 
the cream cheese, and top with remaining bread cubes. 
2. in a large bowl, mix the eggs, milk, vanilla extract, and syrup. pour over 
the bread cubes. cover, and refrigerate overnight. 
3. remove the bread cube mixture from the refrigerator about 30 minutes 
before baking. preheat the oven to 350 degrees f (175 degrees c). 
4. cover, and bake 30 minutes. uncover, and continue baking 25 to 30 
minutes, until center is firm and surface is lightly browned. 
5. in a medium saucepan, mix the sugar, cornstarch, and water. bring to 
a boil. Stirring constantly, cook 3 to 4 minutes. mix in the remaining 1 
cup blueberries. reduce heat, and simmer 10 minutes, until the blueberries 
burst. Stir in the butter, and pour over the baked french toast 
 

oVERnight BluEBERRy 
FREnch toaSt

fR
om

 o
uR

 k
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child’S play

ingREdiEntS
• 12 slices day-old bread, cut into  
   1 inch cubes
• 2 (8 ounce) packages cream  
   cheese, cut into 1 inch cubes
• 1 cup fresh blueberries
• 12 eggs, beaten

• 2 cups milk
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 1/3 cup maple syrup
• 1 cup white sugar
• 2 tablespoons cornstarch
•1 cup water
• 1 cup fresh blueberries
•1 tablespoon butter

talk aCRoss the fenCe
by brenda dwyer ©
dear mom,
although you may read 

this i know you probably 
won’t remember it and that’s 
ok.  i just wanted to say one 
more time how much you in-
spire me.  you have prevailed 
through some very dark 
times recently.  when you 
were admitted to the hospi-
tal, my heart was wrenched 
and i had to go immediately 
to the lord in prayer (you 
taught me to do that by your 
example).  i was given peace 
which sustained me through-
out the time you were being 
evaluated, tested, pried and 
poked.  i was anxious for an 
answer but i wasn’t panicked 
or unsettled.  from the time i 
can remember you have had 
a faith that knows no bounds 
because your faith is child-
like and pure – untarnished 
and not affected by the ex-
periences in your life.  when 
trouble appeared on your 
doorstep your faith would 
simply grow to accommo-
date it.  you were and are an 
amazing example of god’s 
grace at work in someone’s 
life.  i have seen time and time 
again the lord come quickly 
to your aid – how could 
i have possibly thought it 
would be any different now?  
you stayed calm throughout 
the entire process – the de-
sire of your heart was simply 
to “go home”.  you wanted 
to get back to the house to 
tend to your roses and your 
gardens.  i wanted the same 
for you and yet i was so glad 
that god placed you in the 
hands of seasoned profes-
sionals and allowed a series 
of circumstances to merge 
together to ensure that you 

ultimately got the best possi-
ble care available.  now you 
are back home and thriving 
and your smile lights up the 
skies again!  throughout our 
life together i have heard 
many people remark on your 
kindness, your gentleness, 
your helpfulness, your car-
ing, your consideration, your 
loyalty, and your hugs.  (you 
give the best hugs!)  i have 
stood by countless times over 
the years and watched as 
you reached out to this per-
son or that one to enrich their 
lives in some way.  you have 
certainly enriched mine!  
you never were my “friend” 
growing up – you’ve always 
lovingly parented, instructed, 
directed, encouraged, disci-
plined and corrected me and 
yet when i reached the point 
of having children of my own, 
your expertise came in han-
dy early on and we became 
fast friends as we achieved a 
common ground that would 
last us the rest of our life-
times.  i adored you when 
i was a little girl – i thought 
you were the prettiest mom 
in the world – outwardly and 
inwardly.  i adore you still, 
your beauty (time has re-
vealed) is ageless and is only 
more astonishing now than 
then.  even though you are 
afflicted with dementia (your 
recent definitive diagnosis) 
you still spend your days 
trying to be as helpful and 
as loving as you ever were.  
you still give sound, sage ad-
vice.  you still smile and fill 
my world with happiness.  
i love you so and through 
god’s amazing grace i pray 
this mother’s day is your best 
one yet!  i am more proud of 
you now than ever before!

FoRESt lakES SuBdiViSion
nEighBoRhood gaRagE SalE

located on Sr 120 east by hunter lake
thursday, may 31: 8 - 5

friday, June 1: 8 - 5
Saturday, June 2: 8 - 2
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by monica clark
i miss kids!  especially my own kid, but i miss other people’s kids, 

too.  Sixteen years working for a school corporation will do that.  each 
year brought in a new crop of kids:  shy kids, sulky kids, nervous kids, 
bossy kids, quiet kids, adventurous kids, happy kids, sad kids and any 
kind of kid you can imagine.  

as a library aide, i enjoyed the challenges of working with high 
schoolers and junior high kids, assisting in their search for informa-
tion, introducing them to the many resources of the library, or just 
helping them pick out that british novel for english class.  “don’t you 
have something smaller?” (Sorry, all the short books are out right 
now.)  “help, i just got my paper done, it’s due today, and the printer’s 
jammed!” (go on to class, i’ll bring it to you.) “don’t you have any 
good books?”  (agghhhhh!)

i never thought i would have the patience to deal with “little kids”, 
but then i ended up working with third graders and i found my peo-
ple!  third grade is where it all comes together.  those fresh, young 
minds grow exponentially.  the children begin to see the bigger world 
around them and start to realize they are part of it.  for some kids and 
for whatever reason, third grade hits hard.  things take a little longer.  
these are especially my kids!   if you catch them before they are turned 
off of school, it makes all the difference.

Since i only work with grownups nowadays, my time with kids is 
scant, but i recently had the opportunity to entertain delightful four-
year-old twins.  or, i should say, they entertained me.  “Susan” and 
“katie” (not their real names) happily showed off their coloring books, 
their new sneakers—purple for Susan, pink for katie--and their bright, 
spring jackets.  they shared stories about their cat, their dog and their 
dead parrot.  they sang, “mary had a little lamb”, “twinkle, twinkle, 
little Star”, and performed an amazing duet of “itsy, bitsy Spider”.  
they had never heard, “i’m a little teapot”.  well, someone had to 
show them…

Susan told me, “when i grow up, i’m going to be a nurse.” katie 
said, “i’m going to be an animal doctor.”  you know what?  i believe 
them.  they are so bright and so clever.  they will be whatever they 
want to be.

that’s what i love about kids.  kids are brimming with life’s possi-
bilities:  “when i grow up, i’m going to be…” kids just fill in the blank:  
a fireman, a policeman, an astronaut, a mother, a father, a farmer, 
a secretary, a teacher, an artist—to a child, the world is wide open.

a child’s enthusiasm is boundless and everything is wonder!   “i 
found a rock!  i think it’s a fossil!” (wow, maybe.)  “hey, look at this 
ladybug!” (awesome.) “come see this toad-frog-snake i caught!” (ag-
ghhhhh!) 

every year, third graders at meadowview read, the best christmas 
pageant ever.  in the story, when the pageant needs a baby to play the 
part of baby Jesus, one of the main characters suggests stealing one at 
the local supermarket.  it’s an idea.  i miss kids a lot, but i’m not quite 
ready to steal one from the supermarket.  at least, not yet…

a woRld of wondeRs

Our SALES & SERVICE are top notch!
Love to DIY?  We have parts!  

StOp In anD Let BOB & BrenDa put 
theIr team tO WOrk fOr YOu!

524 S. main Street  middlebury, In 46540
(574) 825-1677

A Good NEIGhboR
heating & Cooling

 foR ALL of youR 
homE CLImAtE NEEdS

kidS

it’S gRilln’ timE
50¢

off 
Propane 

(grill tank) 
Fill Up.a good neighbor

heating & cooling
Must present 

coupon. 
Expires 5/31/12(574) 825-1677 • 524 S. main Street • middlebury, in 46540

the way I see It

fied.  i realized that my hands 
were shaking and i was almost 
too scared to even think about 
opening my eyes.  bob said, 
“honey, i am going to get out of 
the car and come around to let 
you out – please leave your eyes 
closed – do you promise?”  once 
again, i promised and with (still) 
closed eyes and complete faith in 
my husband i listened as he got 
out of the car and walked to my 
side of the car, i heard my door 
open and he instructed me to 
step down from the car and then 
i could feel him leading me away 
from the car. my final thought 
before i opened my eyes is that 
i would see a huge bronze angel 
with wings unfurled before me – i 
love angels, it finally made sense 
and i couldn’t wait to open my 
eyes!  after we had taken a few 
steps he bent down (i could feel 
him close to my face) and with 
a choked up voice said, “open 
your eyes”.  i opened my eyes 
(and almost did fall to the ground) 
… i couldn’t believe what i was 
seeing!  there before me stood a 
beautiful little white chapel (i wish 
i could find a church of my own 
that fits …) with a red tin roof 
(“i miss the sound of rain hitting 
a tin roof”), a beautiful leaded 
glass door (“oh, honey – look at 
the stained glass windows in that 
church – aren’t they beautiful?”  
“i’ve never gone to a church that 
had stained glass windows …”), 
a bell tower (“wouldn’t you just 
love to have a bell at home like 
that church bell over there?”), a 
cross at the tippy top (“… even 
though he’s in heaven and not 
on a cross …. i love what the 
cross represents …”) and a little 
red scalloped edge (a very spe-
cial touch – i call it bob’s way of 
putting his signature on my little 
church) hugging the entire pe-
rimeter.  the detail that went into 
it was astounding to me!  tears 
(of absolute joy) coursed down 
my cheeks and i stayed pretty 
much in that same state of bliss-
ful shock and arrest with tears 
flowing for the remainder of the 
day.  i would dry up for a couple 
of minutes and then think of the 
image of my little church which 

would immediately overwhelm 
me with the extent of generosity, 
thoughtfulness and attentiveness 
my husband possesses and i’d 
start crying again.  then i’d think 
of how god answered a prayer 
of mine in a very abstract and 
unexpected way and that would 
set me into tears all over again.  
i marveled at how he used a 
husband who listened and who 
loves me beyond measure to 
bless me in such an unexpected 
way.  i knew this for certain be-
cause earlier as i stepped up to 
get a closer look the skies that 
were absolutely full of dark storm 
clouds suddenly opened up as if 
someone were very briefly pull-
ing curtains apart and the sun 
broke thru and blanketed myself 
and my little white church in a 
very bright and exacting ray of 
bright light for a few seconds 
and then closed back up to a 
very dark and stormy sky.  the 
timing of that sun ray couldn’t 
have been any more profound, 
nor was the exacting position 
of it.  once again, a little piece 
of heaven had been revealed to 
me and the feeling of glory that 
washed over me was as inde-
scribable as its origin was unmis-
takable. now, you may or may 
not believe in god … there are a 
few of you who tell me how you 
trash my paper every month be-
cause that’s what it is to you … 
trash.  trust me, i understand.  i 

just hope that all of you, believers 
or not, can experience the over-
whelming joy that i am blessed 
to experience in this life … i can 
only imagine what comes next.  i 
cannot end this story without a 
public thank you to my wonder-
ful husband … Sweetheart, thank 
you for being so very perfect!  i 
love you so!  (i pray you never 
tire of hearing it from my lips.)   

p.s. for everyone who had 
their hands in this project and 
helping my husband to protect 
and keep “the big surprise”, 
i thank you.  i am humbled by 
your craftsmanship, your atten-
tion to detail, your hard work.  
i am excited to spend the next 
couple of weeks working along-
side my hubby to complete the 
interior.  i am still in awe of the 
existence of this little chapel and 
all that it represents to me, to us; 
so, to noah byler and your crew 
… my deepest, most heartfelt 
and soulful thanks ... may god 
continue to bless your hands as 
they master craft all of your fu-
ture projects.  and finally, my 
deepest gratitude also to brian 
Steffan and rebecca mcpherson 
of premier Signs for crowning 
my little chapel with the perfect 
sign that records my husband’s 
sweet gift to me; i am amazed by 
your artistry, your thoughtfulness 
and your consideration.  again, 
thank you.

Bigth
e surprise

CONTINUED FROM PG 1

by uncle bill
in the grand scheme of life, 

we’re really only here for a short 
time. if you spend time being 
miserable, or dreading the next 
event that affects your life, you’ll 
waste a big portion of the time 
you’re granted. being angry and 
anxious affects your body, as 
well as your mind. Studies have 
shown that insomnia, high blood 
pressure, as well as many other 
various disorders can be pre-

vented if you do nothing more 
than remain calm, and don’t al-
low yourself to get “worked up”. 
i read these things, and i’ll admit, 
even i laughed at that. it’s almost 
impossible not to get worked up 
from time to time, but the key is 
the release. Just like a pitcher 
and all of his fancy pitches, it’s 
all in the release. timing is ev-
erything... some events you can 

ContInued to 13
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FRom youR a good nEighBoR cluB mERchantS

thE Following iS a liSt oF aREa 
mERchantS that aRE dEdicatEd to you, 

ouR local RESidEntS. 
thESE mERchantS haVE comE 
togEthER to oFFER a good 

nEighBoR cluB mEmBERS SpEcial 
pRicing, diScountS, oR SalES. 

lEt’S all gEt inVolVEd and SuppoRt 
ouR local communitiES!

BRiStol:
7 eleven - 102 w. vistula 

brass eagle Sport bar & café - 909 S. division (Sr 15) 
bristol automotive parts, inc. - 403 e. vistula 

bristol community food pantry - 101 w. vistula Street 
bristol o’hair port - 102 n. chaptoula Street 

chocolate Sensations - 110 division Street 
curves - 118 e. vistula 

eby’s family fun - 14583 State road 120 
fluid fun canoe & kayak Sales - 609 n. division Street 

J & J lawn & garden - 19976 cr 6 
kruse farm Supply - 19904 cr 6 

rob’s barber Shop - 120 w. vistula 
rodgers auto llc - 302 chestnut Street

Spectrum carpet & upholstery cleaning co. -
 (574) 848-5804  (mobil merchant)

middlEBuRy: 
affairs to remember bridal Shop - 113 e. warren Street 

amis chiropractic - 611 wayne Street 
awnings unlimited  825-9768  “we’ve got you covered!” 

backroad crafts - 11262 cr 116 
bill’s collision Service - 13024 uS 20 

cargo plus Sales - 304 n. main       
cell phones plus / verizon wireless - 851 uS 20 Suite 5 

classee vinyl window llc - 59323 cr 35
country wood creations - 11565 cr 116  

crystal valley computers - 830 S. main Street Suite a 
crystal valley furniture & floor covering - 201 S. main 

crystal valley power equipment - 11720w 250n 
dairy queen - 416 n. main 

dirk’s quality automotive - 108 w. wayne Street 
fay Schwartz attorney - 103 n brown Street 

fox rv, inc. - 13431 cr 22  
grand rental Station - 131 orpha drive  

healthy pets - 851 uS 20 
hochstetler roofing - 56781 cr 43 

hoosier tae kwon do, inc. - 106 wayne Street 
indiana rv connection - 503 n. main 
irongate Self Storage - 53070 Sr 13 

Jenkins automotive (napa auto parts) - 132 orpha drive      
Jerry’s Standard Service - 101 n. main Street 

Justrite nails - 851 uS 20 
long’s convenience marathon - 995 uS 20 

middlebury hills restaurant - 104 uS 20 (corner of Sr13 & 
uS20) 

middlebury k.o.a. - 52867 Sr 13 
montieth tire - 132 orpha drive Suite b 

mr. appliance of elkhart county - 53855 Sr 13 
old creamery antiques - 333 n. main      

rullis italian restaurant - 851 uS 20 Suite 2 
Shady lane welding - 56322 county road 35 

the cinnamon Stick - 102 S. main Street  
the getaway tanning & hair Salon - 426-1 n. main Street 

the market place - 511 S. main 
the out post rv - 57756 cr 37 

unique finds resale Shop - 304 n. main 
varns & hoover - 101 S. main Street 

village inn restaurant - 107 S. main Street 

goShEn: 
7 eleven - 1000 S. main Street 

balloon express - 125 S. main Street 
betterworld books - 118 e. washington Street 

dq grill & chill - 723 w. pike Street 
erv’s vac Shop - 906 linway drive 

from Scratch pet bakery - 107 w. washington Street  
goshen antique mall - 107 S. main Street                                                                                                                                           

     goshen farm & lawn center, inc. - 2413 lincolnway east 
hoogies Sports house - 119 e. lincoln ave. 

Jenkins automotive (napa auto parts) - 1028 lincolnway e. 
Joselena fashions & alterations - 125 east lincoln ave 

maple city hobbies - 102 S. main 
merle norman - 125 S. main Street 
monteith tire - 1021 n. greene rd 

monteith tire & auto Service center - 2613 caragana ct. 
north Side appliance inc. - 1920 elkhart road 

once upon a child - 4024 elkhart road 
rain drain Seamless guttering, inc. - 57273 Sr 15 

Schrock mobile power wash - 574-312-1113 (business is mobile) 
Snider’s leading Jewelers - 128 S. main Street 

Srp custom graphics - 119 e. lincoln ave. 
terri’s flower basket - 617 w. pike Street 

town & country appliance - 215 S. main Street 
video visions - 508 w. lincoln ave.   

SyRacuSE: 
dairy queen - 700S. huntington 

ShipShEwana: 
along the pumpkinvine - 145 harrison Street 

alpha building center - 0855 n. Sr 5 
bread box bakery & café - 120 morton St. 

classic auto detailing - 7020w 200n 
classic Jewelers - 350 S. van buren Suite g 

country yard outlet - 400 n. van buren 
daily bread café - 255 e. main Street 

dutchman hunting Supplies - 8435 w. uS 20 
hostetler’s health & wellness - 260 n. morton Street 

hostetler’s hudson auto museum - 760 S. vanburen St 
hostetler’s main Street Shoppe - 275 e. main Street  

indiana auto connection - 805 n. Sr 5 
J. farvers book & gift Shoppe - 455 S. vanburen Street      

JoJo’s pretzels - 205 n. harrison Street 1st floor (mercantile) 
l & r marine - 8435 w. uS 20 
l.a. enterprises - 8275w 050n

lasting impressions gift Shoppe - 165 harrison Street   
lighthouse christian bookstore - 225 n. harrison Street 

morton Street coffee - 260n. morton Street 
pampered pet boutique - 230 n. morton Street 

r&S floor to wall - 9551w 750n 
red wagon toys - 225 harrison Street 

Shipshe general Store - 420 n. van buren Street 
Shipshewana harness & Supplies - 815 n. van buren Street  

Shipshe pizza - 145 n. village drive 
Shipshe rental center - 0900 n. Sr 5 

Shipshewana fitness center, llc - 505 e. north village drive    
Simple Sounds, inc. - 225 n. harrison Street
Splash waterpark resort - 800 S. vanburen  
wellspring components llc - 1085n 850w  

ElkhaRt: 
bueters Sewing center - 205 S. main Street 
cd’s pool & Scuba - 23672 old uS Suite p 
dapper dog & fancy feline - 54595 cr 17 
dumor water Specialists - 4405 wyland dr. 
hickory meats & more, inc. - 54595 cr 17 

ink cartridge Solutions - 1808 e. bristol Street Suite g 
insignia promotions - 135 easy Shopping place 

Jenkins automotive (napa auto parts) - 59045 cr 13 
Joshica’s planet canine - 4411 wyland drive 

martin’s pet & garden center - 116 w. Jackson blvd. 
paradise pools - 655 cr 17 (next to lucchese’s) 

Sautter’s floral & greenhouse, inc. - 1725 toledo road  
Sassi tan - 56199 parkway ave Suite 10  

S-n-J’s heavenly hair Salon - 23737 uS 33 Suite f 
Spectrum eyewear gallery – dr. david britzke, o.d. - 56028 

parkway ave., Suite e  
tip-n-toe nail Spa  parkway - 17 plaza 

56199 parkway ave. Suite 10 
tru colors hair Salon - 54595 cr 17 Suite 5 

video visions - 655 cr 17  

howE: 
laura’s bakery - 1255 w. Sr 120 

laura’s country Store - 1255 w. Sr 120 
r & S carpet cleaning - 7030n 575e 

the gathering place restaurant - 407 3rd Street 
twin mills camping resort - 1675 w. Sr 120 

lagRangE: 
dale’s dependable handyman Service - 2420S 250w 

ligoniER: 
dairy queen - 909 lincolnway S. 

miShawaka: 
once upon a child - 5936 grape road

you muSt haVE thiS caRd! gEt youR caRd today
Join today at www.agoodneighborclub.com or call 574-825-1677

happy mother’s day



thIs ‘n that
• ridding room of paint Smell
 a tablespoon of ammonia in pan of water banishes 
 paint odor form a room.
• waShing paintbruSheS
 use fabric softener in the final rinse water when   
 washing paintbrushes to keep then soft and pliable
• non-yellowing white paint
 add a drop of black paint to white to keep the 
 white paint from yellowing.

CONTINUED FROM PG 3
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www.agoodneighbornews.com

Take the time to check out A Good Neighbor 
News with your kids. Get them on the road to 

good communication and help 
them develop lifelong reading and writing skills.

A Good Neighbor News

inspire your kids
Wingard’s Sales, LLC

DAVE WINGARD 260-768-7961
3670 N. STATE ROAD 5 • SHIPSHEWANA, IN 46565

(1 MILE NORTH OF SHIPSHEWANA ON SR 5)

ALUMINUM WINDMILLS
4’, 6’, 8’, 10’, 12’, 18’, 22’, 30’

POND AERATORS - 20’, 30’
MAILBOXES

Classified Rates 
10¢ PeR WoRd

$5.00 minimum
contact uS at brenda@
agoodneighboronline.com 
oR call 574-825-1677 

dEadlinE iS thE 18th oF 
EVERy month

kidz koRnER

27 YEARS OF SEWING MACHINE SALES & SERVICE

POOL & BOAT COVERS
MACHINE REPAIR
CARPET BINDING

...AND MORE!

New Wave Sewing Plus
ROB PHILLIPS
W: 260.585.9924
H: 260.463.8122
2995 N 080 E
LAGRANGE, IN 46761

the wisdom about life that 
i’ve gained from my mother has 
helped to shape me into the per-
son i am now.  i firmly believe 
god gave me the mother he did 
so i would learn things about 
myself that i might never have 
learned otherwise.  i was encour-
aged to read, to write, to dream, 
to imagine, to play, to laugh, to 
be compassionate, to be tender, 
to have fun, to help others, to 
pray, to love the arts, to hold on 
dearly to family because family 
are the only ones who will love 
you and be there for you no mat-
ter what.

in my mother’s womb, god 
saw me being a writer.  he saw 
me following in my mother’s 
caretaker footsteps. he saw me 

fail and he saw me succeed.  
he saw me taking the reins, and 
he saw me throwing them up in 
the air and begging him to take 
over.  

more than anything, he saw 
the need for me to have a strong, 
wise, loving woman to teach me 
his ways and grow along with 
me as i grew up.

though it’s never easy to de-
cide which of god’s blessings are 
the best, certainly being given 
the mother i have is one of the 
greatest he could have come up 
with, and i’m grateful and thank-
ful for her every day of my life.

“her children arise up and 
call her blessed; her husband 
also, and he praises her.” – prov-
erbs 31:28

salIsbuRy’s stake
CONTINUED FROM PG 2

*Coupon must be present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer,

rebate, or coupon. One coupon per
customer only. Expires: 05/20/2012

1
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0
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8
5

www.agoodneighboronline.com
524 South Main Street, Middlebury, IN

spring a / c tune-upAGNAGN
A Good Neighbor Heating & Cooling

reg. $139.00

this week
only! Now $79

574-825-1677
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Across
1. Agreements
8. turned violet-red 
15. deliberAtely ArrAnged 
occAsion for A cAndidAte or 
celebrity (2 wds) 
16. by And lArge (3 wds)
17. colorless, flAmmAble 
hydrocArbon derived from 
petroleum
18. smAll islAnd
19. fAst finisher?
20. ___ grove villAge, ill.
22. o. henry’s “the gift of the 
___”
23. little, e.g.
24. Arctic ___
26. Alone
27. bAckboArd AttAchment
28. inAbility to swAllow 
30. setting for tv’s “newhArt”
31. pArody
33. reduces the vAlue of 
something 
35. shrek, e.g.
37. smAll Amount
38. becomes hArd 
42. germAn cAthedrAl city
46. bull mArkets

47. vAcAtion souvenirs
49. “wAlking on thin ice” singer
50. “plAnet of the ___”
52. eAstern wrAp
53. bringing up the reAr
54. lAcquered metAlwAre
55. “whAt’s ___?”
56. “reveille” instrument 
57. sterile 
60. Avoiding AssociAtion with 
others 
62. do museum work
63. tAke over for
64. exAmined by experiment 
65. fixed (2 wds)

down
1. shows up
2. very inexpensive item 
3. despise 
4. AquAtic mAmmAl
5. big lAugh
6. fAmily heAd
7. Address
8. ___ goods
9. cAble network (Acronym)
10. AmscrAyed
11. privets 
12. nut

13. chic
14. ornAmentAl pAtterns 
21. detective’s need
24. crush
25. no3 
28. cipher
29. met expectAtions?
32. follow
34. “20/20” network (Acronym)
36. touched up
38. lArge spiny lizArd-like 
diApsid reptiles 
39. fights AgAinst 
40. futile
41. “your mAjesty”
43. sub sAndwiches 
44. subjugAte 
45. folded cArd for short 
informAl letter 
48. poster heAding
51. AnAtomicAl dividers
53. cleAr
56. gAucho’s weApon
58. crAcker jAck bonus
59. Anger
61. “comprende?”

argue
birdS
buildS

coaStal
comic

containing
eagle
early
eXitS

frogS
giveS
glaSS

gloomy
governmentS

ideaS
ironS
iSSued

lively
meetS
miner

month
north
oaSiS
often
older
perch
pound
puffS

purpoSe
quite
raftS
repeat

reSignS
robeS

SenSe
Sirup

SquirtS
State
Stick

Sunny
SuppreSS

tartS
taSkS
taSte

temper
tomato
training

trying
venuS
viSitor

w
o

Rd
 S

Ea
Rc

h
Sudoku oBJEctiVE

the objective of the game is to fill all the blank squares in a game with the correct 
numbers. there are three very simple constraints to follow. in a 9 by 9 square 
Sudoku game:

• every row of 9 numbers must include all digits 1 through 9 in any order
• every column of 9 numbers must include all digits 1 through 9 in any order
• every 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 by 9 square must include all digits 1 through 9

rearrange the letters in each word to spell something 
pertaining to father’s day.

rnOOsA         DDDO

Answer:  sonora dodd
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450 N. VaN BureN, ShipShewaNa, iN • 260-768-4544
MoNday-Saturday 4:00pM to 8:30pM

Steak * Seafood * Salad * Deserts
BlaziNg a New trail with the BeSt Steak thiS Side of the MiSSiSSippi!

Shipshewana’s Best Kept SecretNotice: We offer a 2% discount if paid by 
cash or checks at time of check out or return

HOMEOWNER - CONTRACTOR
FARM - LAWN & GARDEN

“Call us for all your rental needs.”
260-768-7775

Just south of US 20 on SR 5 • Shipshewana

TABLES & CHAIRS FOR ANY EVENT!

Treds VAL 6
Radiant Heaters

It’s just around the corner... the soft warm breezes whisper 
of a very hot summer ahead. Are you ready? The winter 
thaw has taken us to Spring’s doorstep so don’t delay in 
making sure your comfort isn’t comprimised.

Are we heading into   another dog day summer?

Let A Good Neighbor check/service your central air system this year! Your comfort is our top pri-
ority! Save your sweat for working out and when you’re finished we can make sure that you cool 
down with a cool and responsive system! Let us keep you feeling dry and confident that your home 
will feel just the way you want it to - when you want it to.

We take pride in our work.  We’ve been in the heating & cooling business all of our lives … 
our company is the third generation to pick up the reins and go forward with what our father and our 
grandfather established.  We love what we do, we are passionate about it and we hope it reflects in our 
work and how we communicate with our customers.  
Think of your heating & cooling system as the “lungs” of your home.  The air they expel through your 
duct work is the air you are breathing in every time the air flows.  Cleaning your filters is an important 
part of home maintenance – just as important as needed duct cleanings.
Let us take the guesswork out of it for you.  We offer free estimates on replacement equipment as well 
as on air duct cleanings.  

What is peace of mind worth to you?   
                                       We are just a phone call away! Call today to schedule!

(574) 825-1677 or come see us at 524 S. Main Street  Middlebury, IN.  46540 www.agoodneighboronline.com

We all want to feel cool and comfortable 
                                          in the Summer months...

No one wants to turn down the thermostat 
only to find that the A/C won’t kick on. 
Having your A/C serviced on a regular basis 
is key... we can make it super easy for you 
with a annual service agreement! Why have 
one more thing on your plate to remember? 
We will make the maintenance of your A/C 
super simple for you. Give us a call!

It’s much too important 
to take for granted.  
     Do it for yourself – 
           do it for your family! 

Cl
as

Se

e V
inyl Windows, Inc

59323 cr 35
middlebury, in 46540

**wE SpEcializE**
**in cuStomER SatiSFaction**

custom built vinyl windows
double hung • Sliders • basement • bay

harley & Sara yoder
1-888-660-1128 or 574-825-7863

fax: 574-825-9581

Come and Enjoy 
some of the 

BEST CHICKEN 
AROUND!

12394 Riverside Dr., White Pigeon, MI 49099 • 269-483-7545
Closed Mondays & Tuesday

Open Wednesday-Saturday 5pm-10pm • Sunday 12pm-9pm
Cash or Personal Check Accepted Only

WE ARE OPEN YEAR 
ROUND!

Bring the family in for 
MOTHER’S DAY... and as always, 
THANK YOU for your business!

CONGESTED DRYER VENTS 

are the #1 reason for 
HOUSEHOLD FIRES

A GOOD NEIGHBOR HEATING & COOLING • 524 S. MAIN STREET • MIDDLEBURY, IN 46540

LINT ALERT
Dryer Safety Alarm

PROVIDES PEACE OF MIND

dRyER VEnt clEaning $149.95 with thiS ad

100% INFRARED
Portable or Pedestle

Delivers Dinner SUPER FAST/SUPER MOIST 
w/ UNSURPASSED CHARBROIL FLAVOR
SUPER EASY to clean up!

STATE OF THE ART & AWARD WINNING!

EVERY GRILLMASTER MUST 
HAVE A
3
3

See it now at 524 S. Main Street Middlebury, IN 46540
Mention CODE BREN524 & receive Special Pricing just in time for Memorial Day!

TEC®

3

3
3

See it now at 524 S. main Street, middlebury, in 46540
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the middlebury park and recreation department, with assistance 
from the park board and the friends of middlebury parks (fomp), 
provides high quality parks, facilities, trails and programs for the 
town of middlebury. the park department is responsible for all of the 
maintenance and improvements in the parks and trails, plus maintain 
the street light flower pots throughout town. publica programming 
has been an increasing emphasis offered by the park department. 
the town parks provide excellent venues for a variety of recreational, 
outdoor education and family fun activities. please feel free to take 
advantage of the following programs and remember to get outdoors 
and enjoy your middlebury parks.

pRogRamS at a glancE
detailed descriptions of the programs below

may
friday, 18th Fun Friday - disc golf 
 6-8pm at memorial park
JunE
Saturday, 2nd national trails day Bike Ride 
 9 am meet at essenhaus
thursday, 7th Stewardship day - Bird garden 
 6:30-8:30pm at krider garden
monday, 11th Summer Fun Starts 
friday, 15th Fun Friday - Basket Ball contest 
 6-8pm at east park
SpEcial EVEntS
Saturday, august 18th           middlebury Riverfest at riverbend park

may
Fun day - disc golf in the park on friday, 18th from 6-8pm at memorial park. come 
discover and try disc golf, a popular frisbee oriented sport. participate in a putting 
contest and win a prize.
JunE
national trails day Bike Ride on Saturday, 2nd at 9 am meet at essenhaus. come ride 
with us to Shipshewana and back. learn about the trails of middlebury vision, updates 
on phase 2 of the pumpkinvine nature trail and a new bicycle friendly initiative.
Stewardship day - Bird garden on thursday, 7th from 6:30-8:30pm at krider gar-
den. come out to learn about native flowers and shrubs that will attract birds, then help 
us spruce up our bird garden.
middlebury Summer Fun day camp - June 11th-July 20th. free day camp to children 
ages 5-12 that live in the middlebury School district. camp runs monday-friday 9am-
3pm. must pre-register. for more info contact the park office at 825-3283.
Fun Friday - Basket Ball contest on friday, 15th from 6-8pm at east park. come par-
ticipate in a free throw and 3-point contest, prizes awarded.

town of mIddlebuRy
2012 PaRk and ReCReatIon 

aCtIvIty GuIde
park office 574-3283 • town hall 574-825-1499

Email: parks@middleburyin.com
website: www.middleburyin.org • check us out on Facebook

That’s why we dedicate ourselves 
to product innovation and 
customer service. So go ahead, 
get comfortable.

OR

LENNOX KNOWS YOU DON’T COMPROMISE. AND NEITHER DO WE.

The mosT quieT and 
efficienT cenTral 
air condiTioner 
you can buy.1

Offers expire 6/15/2012. *Rebate offer is valid only with the purchase of qualifying Lennox® products. **See dealer for details or visit Lennox.com. 1A combination of sound ratings established 
per ARI’s test standard: ARI 270-2008; and efficiency ratings established per ARI’s test standard: ANSI/ARI 210/240-2008. © 2012 Lennox Industries Inc. See your participating Lennox dealer 
for details. Lennox dealers include independently owned and operated businesses. 

A Good Neighbor LLC;B17609;6.0833x15.68-4c

18 Months,
No Interest, Equal 

Monthly Payments**
through GE Capital

RECEIVE UP TO 

$1,375
in Rebates*

on qualifying Lennox® Home Comfort System

524 S. Main St. 
Middlebury, IN 46540

(574) 825-1677
www.agoodneighboronline.com

B17609-12Sp-6.0833x15.68-4c.indd   1 4/12/12   9:29 AM

on march 31st roy moon & paul Smelser held the 1st annual northern 
indiana walk for epilepsy in middlebury, in. on the pumpkinvine trail. 
the walk started from the old Syndicate sales parking lot & went to cr43 
& back (about 3 1/2 miles) it was a cold morning but that did not stop 
people from coming out and supporting the walk & donating to both 
the national & indiana epilepsy foundations. 48 adults and around 20 
children participated on the walk & they raised $2,200 
i personally want to thank everyone who showed up for the walk, fam-

ily & friends who helped organize the walk, 
the pumpkinvine trail, Syndicate Systems for letting us set up & park 

cars next to the trail, harding’s & forks in middlebury and mor for less 
& pay’n pakit in bristol for donating water, the bristol american legion 
post & renee moon and the ladies from the post who were our top rais-
ers!!!! and Stephanie williams from the epilepsy foundation of indiana.
by paul Smelser

1st annual noRtheRn 
IndIana walk foR 

ePIlePsy
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LARGE SELECTION OF
Smartphones and Basic Phones

Cellular Connection®     Premier RetailerTh
e

851 US 20, Middlebury
574-358-0146

Northridge Centre, next to Rulli’s

 
          GRAND OPENING

10 phones
                $10 or lessSOLUTION TO YOUR NEEDS FOR

Home Phone Connect,  Internet and DISH TV

STOP IN AND 
MEET OUR 
FRIENDLY AND 
KNOWLEDGEABLE 
STAFF

  NEW OWNERS

by brenda dwyer ©
abaznar came alongside 

musciaon to check on destri 
and the nochis.  his concern 
was great as he had just held 
court with mihai.  hangnar and 
his army were swiftly taking the 
hills and their arrival was im-
minent.  destri could hear the 
bending of limbs and the break-
ing of branches as hangnar 
approached.   these sounds of 
the forest that had been most de-
lightful to her ears all of the days 
of her young life were now be-
ing ravaged and beaten under 
the ugly guise of one monster’s 
revenge.  destri’s heart broke 
but for a moment.  She knew 
her every breath and her every 
strength, her knowledge of her 
people and her land would all 
need to be reserved for the next 

moments that would determine 
her future.  this would not be a 
war that would last listrays,  or 
even veens.  this detestable act 
would come to its end in dayz, 
if not hors.  terzin bent in low 
and emitted a beautiful yowl 
that brought the glistners out so 
that they could send destri into 
battle on a note of sweet prom-
ise.  they all settled at destri’s 
feet and hummed the most mes-
merizing song destri had ever 
heard.  her heart swelled with 
the love of her land and all of 
its many inhabitants.  Suddenly, 
the vistrillin sounded and destri 
was off and running, spear up-
right and poised to strike out.  
as she ran through the forest she 
could hear the hard breathing of 
the nutaln directly behind her 
and the hedging in of the Sem-

bits as they joined her on either 
side.  this was it.  this was the 
moment that she had been born 
for.  as she looked out before 
her she could see the thousands 
of creatures that were the em-
bodiment of hangnar’s army 
with quirm the quirx leading 
the pack.  destri had never seen 
quirm the quirx before but his 
reputation preceded him and 
she knew she would quicken his 
last breath.  She had envisioned 
it just after waking.  the visions 
were becoming her roadmap 
into the unknown and they gave 
her great comfort.  the smell 
of the oncoming attack was of-
fensive and penetrating, destri 
spirits lifted with purpose.  it was 
time to rid her beloved land of 
this vermin. 

to be continued …    

destRI of noCham©

a gloSSaRy FoR thE StoRylinE “dEStRi oF nocham” can BE Found onlinE 
@ www.agoodneighbornews.com 

Find uS on thE wEB at www.agoodneighbornews.com

3Serene Ambience at a price you can afford!

3Natural Gas or Propane

3Safely sits directly on deck.

3

BEAUTIFUL NAPOLEON 
PATIO FLAME

SEE IT TODAY  
         524 S. MAIN ST., MIDDLEBURY, IN

@ Classified Rates 10¢ PeR WoRd 
$5.00 MiniMuM ContaCt us at 574-825-1677

opEn Soon (mid may) • undER nEw ownERShip

Middlebury Laundry Mat

locatEd in thE cRyStal VallEy plaza
424 n. main StREEt, middlEBuRy, in 46540

Shipshewana, in – lagrange county convention and visitors bureau 
and www.visitShipshewana.org are pleased to announce these upcom-
ing entertainment, family, outdoor, and cultural events in Shipshewana:
family recreation
• annual calf day celebrated at cook’s bison ranch June 16:  enjoy a 

day of family fun from 10 am to 3 pm. where the music is great, the food 
is delicious, and the buffalo still roam. free wagon rides are offered to 
see bison, and other activities include buffalo hair weaving, bison jerky 
tasting, pony rides, and music. while the event is free, a minimal park-
ing fee is charged, and donations are accepted for local charity.
outdoor opportunitieS
• flea market opens may 1: the midwest’s largest flea market is open 

every tuesday and wednesday from may 1 through the end of october, 
8 am to 5 pm. visitors will find 900 vendors everything from produce 
to pictures, clothes to cleaning supplies, antiques to arts and crafts, and 
much more. the flea market will operate on extended hours during the 
memorial day, independence day, and labor day holidays, open mon-
day through wednesday, 8 am-5 pm.
• antique market happens June 2:  from 7 am-4 pm, over 100 ven-

dors display their goods around the winding sidewalks of the antique 
gallery. an array of quality antiques is available for purchase, including 
primitives, refinished furniture, toys, pottery and glass, plus much more. 
enjoy the outdoor shopping of the market as well as the indoor shopping 
of the gallery. no admission fee.
• 12th annual pumpkinvine bike ride takes place Saturday, June 16:  

choose from a 10.4-mile family trail ride all the way up to a 100-
mile ride. Sag stops are located throughout each ride, with pie and ice 
cream offered at abshire park and the Shipshewana flea market points. 
registration is required with a downloadable form available at www.
pumpkinvine.org.
cultural eventS
• Shipshewana quilt festival offered June 20-23: registration has al-

ready begun for this four-day occasion that welcomes over 2,500 guests 
annually. this festival has been voted as one of the top 100 events in 
north america, as voted by the american bus association. the quilt 
festival features workshops, displays, and keynote speaker ricky tims. 
quilt festival attendees can purchase shop hop passports:  for only $7, 
the passport will provide a tote for carrying goodies and entrance into 
eight local retailers. purchase passports at any of the eight retailers. for 
a list of the retailers, visit www.Shipshewanaquiltfest.com.
For more information: (800) 254-8090; www.visitshipshewana.org; 

Email: Beth@lagrangecountycvb.org. the lagrange county conven-
tion and Visitor’s Bureau is the official agency for tourism marketing, 
planning and development in lagrange county, indiana. if you have 
any questions about lagrange county or would like more information 
about Shipshewana and other lagrange county attractions, please go 
online to www.VisitShipshewana.org or call (800) 254-8090.

shIPshewana kICks 
off vIsItoR season 

wIth uPComInG events



12 A Good Neighbor News may 2012

our regular prices on every 
item on this page for the 
entire month of may!

20% off
AGN Market

agn countRy BlEndS 
RuBS & SEaSoningS

our favorites!  these little gems 
will infuse your meat with 

unbelievable flavor

thREE littlE pigS RuBS
      from 9X World grill champion chris marks ... let’s just say he knows what he’s doing!

championShip RuBS
from the east coast to the 

West ... top winning rubs that 
you need to experience for 

yourself.
 

ExcaliBuR 
SEaSoningS 

& RuBS
specially blended spices 
enhance your meat and 
create a mean crave!

524 S. main StREEt, middlEBuRy, in 46540 and ouR phonE (574) 825-1677 
houRS m-F 8 to 5 Sat 10-2 cloSEd on Sunday

FlaVoREd woodS
smoking woods for the gourmet 
griller - we carry several flavors 

year-round!

kaBoB 
holdERS & SaFE 

cook timERS

BBQ
toolS

agn countRy BlEnd
Soup & gRaVy mixES

tastes just like grandma’s!

 pink laBEl 
JamS & JElliES 

if you’ve never tried them, 
there’s no time like the present.

SouthEaStERn 
millS mixES

you’ve tried them, you love 
them, we have them!

thREE littlE pigS BBQ 
SaucES 

4.8 to 19.5 oz
Will have you licking fingers, 

spoons, etc ... simply delicious!

StonEwall 
kitchEnS SaucES

gourmet sauces that 
transport your tastebuds to 

exotic places.
 

agn countRy BlEnd 
SaucES

use them as a marinade, 
a sauce, a dip ... yummy!
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CALL US 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK!
www.agoodneighboronline.com

RELIABLE • DEPENDABLE • TRUSTED • FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1919

Visit Our Showroom at
524 South Main Street, Middlebury, IN

Goshen 574-537-1803
Middlebury 574-825-1677
LaGrange 260-475-1427

COOL SAVINGS

*With approved credit. See dealer for details.

574-206-2665

A Good Neighbor Heating & Cooling

LENNOX FURNACE

A/C TUNE-UP*

Reg. $139

THIS WEEK ONLY
*May not be used in conjunction with any other offer

AGNAGN

WE’LL BEAT ANY COMPETITORS ESTIMATE BY UP TO $500*

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE ON SELECT UNITS*

$22.43
per month*

INSTALLED

INSTALLED

SPRING
NOW

LENNOX CENTRAL
AIR CONDITIONER

LENNOX A/C & FURNACE

Expires 05/20/12

$79

$56.18
per month*

$43.69
per month*

INSTALLED

see coming, and you have the 
opportunity to react. other times, 
you’re blindsided by things, and 
your initial reaction is defensive. 
you can let it affect you, or know 
that some things are out of your 
control, and not allow it to fester 
inside you and cause yourself un-
due strain. the way i see it, is that 
while we’re here on this journey 
we call “life”, we need to live as 
if every moment may be our last. 
take chances, dance in the rain, 
do those things you’ve always 
wanted to do... and maybe, just 
maybe, you’ll replace that frown 
or scowl with an infectious smile 
that everyone will notice. 

by bill raybuck
the trials of life are many, 

and often overwhelming. faith is 
what keeps me putting one foot 
in front of the other these days. 
i watched my mom and dad go 
through a lot, and yet they re-
mained steadfast in their belief 
that better days were coming. i 
learned a lot by watching them. 
they went to work, sick or not... 
they knew that they had respon-
sibilities, and they did what they 
had to do. i’m no different than 
most people, i get sick and want 
to stay home, but yet i get up and 
go in. i’ve always believed that 
speaks volumes about a person. 
when my dad had a mild heart 
attack on a friday, he was back 
to work monday. when my mom 
retired and then went back to 
work for the same company, she 
went in with headaches and back 
aches so painful, she often would 
have tears in her eyes. She actu-
ally left work the day she found 
out she had stage 4 lung cancer 
that had spread to her spine and 
brain. She had been working 
through pain that most people 
wouldn’t have been able to en-
dure. my parents were, and al-
ways will be, my heroes. i know 
they watch over me, and i know 
that one sweet day, i will be with 
them again. what are some fond 
memories of your parents that 
you carry? what events stand 
out to you when you think back 
to your youth? if you’re fortunate 
enough to still have your parents, 
honor them... love them... and 
above all else, treasure the time 
you have left with them. it’s never 
too late to make a memory that 
you can place in your bank. 

the way I 
see It

CONTINUED FROM PG 5

the 
memoRy 

bank

574-825-1677 Elkhart 574-206-2665
goshen 574-537-1803
lagrange 260-475-1427
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Classified 
Rates
10¢

PeR WoRd
$5.00 MiniMuM
ContaCt us at 
brenda@agood-

neighboronline.com 
or call 

574-825-1677 

deadline is the 18th 
of every month.

Metal Detectors 
Authorized Dealer

D & R  Detectors  Sales  &  Service

www.novelsbyDRwise.com

23055 CR 40 • Goshen IN 46526

574.862.2342

Dave and Rachel Wise
Owner/Manager Since 1972

drrmwise@npcc.net

Overhead dOOr cOmpany Of
the nOrthern Lakes

sales • Installation • service

• Garage doors & Openers • residential & commercial • free estimates

• Wide variety of styles & designs • repair on all makes & models •thermacore Insulated doors

7360 s. st. rd. 5
topeka, In

or toll free
800-334-0861593-3496

15
68

31

CALL US 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK!

www.agoodneighboronline.com

Visit Our Showroom at
524 South Main Street Middlebury, IN

Goshen 574-537-1803
Middlebury 574-825-1677
LaGrange 260-475-1427

574-206-2665

A Good Neighbor Security
AGNAGN

ALARMS!

HOME BURGLAR
ALARM

SYSTEMS

FREE
ESTIMATES

ALARMS!

$100 OFF

Elkhart    574-206-2665
goshen   574-537-1803

middlebury   574-825-1677
lagrange     260-475-1427

the contractors know where to 
get their grills. now you do too.

lEt uS Bid youR pRoJEct.

high End gRillS, 
SmokERS & 

componEntS

Time to “TIKI-FY” your outdoor living space!
Want to get away to the Islands?

Step out your back door and you’re there!

STAYCATION!

524 S. Main Street  Middlebury, IN 46540
Mention CODE BO524 and receive 20% off all things TIKI

OFFER EXPIRES JAN. 30, 2012

FUN FOR FRIENDS & FAMILY!

524 S. main StREEt
middlEBuRy, in 46540

End oF yEaR 

clEaRancE SalE

edy.  her master had died sud-
denly.  taj was in the house for 
three days before anyone came 
to check on her.  when someone 
did come it was to pick her up, 
load her into a truck and discard 
her on our road.  She told us that 
she is 17 years old, has traveled 
the world and would never have 
thought in any of her darkest 
moments that something like this 
could ever happen to her.  we 
were all devastated for her.   i 
asked her to join our clan.  what 
can i say; i am getting soft in 
my old age.  She accepted and 
i caught a glimpse of something 
in her eyes that i hope never 
crosses the eyes of my children 
– a gratitude so deep that it can 
only be realized in the most dif-
ficult of times.  we love watching 
her.  even though brenda tried 

the Cat’s meow
to invite her in to be comfortable 
in the house – she has declined 
and has stayed loyal to us out-
side.  She has no plumped up 
pillows to sleep upon – nor the 
bed of a master who loves her … 
she has no toys or fancy dishes 
– but there have been moments 
that i have seen the pure joy of 
a child cross her face and i, too, 
am made young again.  taj and 
i “play” when no one is look-
ing.  we love to hide-out in the 
garden together and she has re-
introduced the kind of happiness 
into my life that only comes from 
having someone your own age to 
share your days with.  we just 
clicked from the beginning.  Just 
as she never thought she would 
be abandoned in her life time – i 
never thought i’d meet the perfect 
friend at this time in mine.  life 
is such a sweet treat.  prrrrrrrrrrr

CONTINUED FROM PG 3

574-825-1677



may 2012 A Good Neighbor News 15

claSSiFiEdSA Good 
Neighbor 

News

Mind Benderz AnswersSERVicES
BaRnES BackhoE

• top Soil, fill dirt & lime-
stone

• Septic field 
Systems,new-repair

• city water-Sewer line 
hookups

• driveways, building Sites
(574)848-4810 or 

(574)320-8405

R&S FlooR to wall 
is your one-stop shop for all 
of your flooring & home dec-
orating needs.  professional 
sales, service and repair are 
just a phone call away!  
call today or visit us on the 
web. 260-768-7741 or   
www.floortowall.com

aSk FoR Ron! 

wantEd

mud • mud • mud
driveway material delivered 
to middlebury - Shipshewana 
- honeyville areas only! pit 
run gravel, limestone, #53 
recycled crushed concrete or 
blacktop. Sandy or clay fill, 
top Soil and more. 6 yard 
loads

chaRliE E. millER 
gRaVEl SERVicE

11575 uS 20 
middlebury, in 46540
call 574-825-5086

topEka tRacE apaRt-
mEntS offer a quiet coun-
try setting where the wel-
come mat is out to you.  
amenities include gas heat, 
central air, carpeting, re-
frigerator, stove, disposal, 
community laundry facility, 
playground, picnic tables, 
and grill.  1 & 2 bedroom 
apartments available. for 
your family our services 
outshine the others.  call 
260-593-2313 mon., tue. 
& thu. 1pm – 5pm.   325 
north Street, topeka, in 
tdd 800-588-1558 ext. 
365

apaRtmEntS

clEaning:
are you looking for some-
one to do residential or 
commercial cleaning?  call 
m&d cleaning.  a mother 
& daughter duo with over 
14 years experience.  rea-
sonable rates and flexible 
schedule.  call for free es-
timate.

574-903-3244 or 
574-903-3296

window ScREEn
new & repaired from you 
local Screen guy

574-202-1514
open your windows and 
save on you energy billa

SERVicES

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

The United States Environmental Protection Agency has issued a
No Action Assurance Letter Regarding the Production & Import of
HCFC’s in 2012. This action essentially reduces R-22 allocation for pro-
duction import from 90,000,000lbs to 55,000,000lbs. for 2012
What this means to you the consumer is a huge price increase in repairing
your air conditioner. If you ever added refrigerant; what you may call
“Freon” to your system the price of this service will increase dramatically
this year. The price has rocketed so high that your system may not be
worth repairing. This is going to effect every consumer whose system
currently requires R-22 refrigerant. The record high pricing is coming at
a terrible time as many people are still suffering from the downed econ-
omy.
I still have some refrigerant in stock from 2011. I will sell only this stock
at the 2011 price while supplies last.
Many contractors have already started selling at the new 2012 pricing.
Get your air conditioner checked early to take advantage of 2011 pricing
with A Good Neighbor. Call my office today to set an early spring cen-
tral air tune up.
Remember this is first come first serve! Some home owners will spend
in the area of a $1000.00 repairing leaks and recharging systems don’t be
one of them act now at last years pricing. Tell your friends and neighbors
about this EPA announcement.

LIMITED TIME OFFER /FIRST COME FIRST SERVE

Air conditioner tune-up Reg $139.00 Limited time $89.95
Refrigerant at 2011 price while supplies last

A Good Neighbor Heating
574 825-1677

Classified 
Rates
10¢

PeR WoRd
$5.00 MiniMuM
ContaCt us at 

brenda@agoodneigh-
boronline.com or call 

574-825-1677 

deadline is the 18th 
of every month.

wantEd: 
regular customers to buy 

brown eggs. 
call 825-6123 xt. 2

10640 cr 24  middlebury, 
in 46540

EVEntS
middlEBuRy magic 

tRyoutS!
middlebury magic will be 
hosting tryouts for their 
boys and girls travel teams 
on the following days:

u9 - u14 BoyS
wednesday, June 13

u9 - u14 giRlS
thursday, June 14th

registration starts at 
6:00pm and tryouts will 
go from 6:30 - 7:30 each 
night.  the magic fields are 
located on cr 37 off of cr 
20 in middlebury.  feel 
free to contact us at middle-
burymagic@live.com or vist 
our facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/mid-
dleburyclub for more infor-
mation.

BEdRoom SuitE 
in good 

condition.
full or queen size.
leave a message.  
260-768-7621

wantEd

$79.00
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couponcraze

Hours: Mon - Fri 8am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-4pm

E & S SALES

COUPON CODE GNN
EXPIRES 5/31/121265 N. SR 5, SHIPSHEWANA, IN COUPON CODE GNN

SAVE
$100

Reg. $2.49

CANDIES • SPICES • SNACKS • NUTS
COOKING SUPPLIES

ALL KINDS OF FLOURS
DRIED GRANS & BEANS

SOUP MIXES & DRIED POTATOES
OVER 50 KINDS OF CHEESE

SPECIALIZING IN BULK FOODS

MUST PRESENT COUPON, EXPIRES 5/31/12

Jerryʼs Standard Service

101 N. Main St. • Middlebury, IN
574-825-5040

FREE TIRE ROTATION w/any service

*Coupon must be present at time of service.
Cannot be combined with any other offer,

rebate, or coupon. One coupon per
customer only. Expires: 05/20/2012

1
5

0
1

8
5

www.agoodneighboronline.com
524 South Main Street, Middlebury, IN

spring a / c tune-upAGNAGN
A Good Neighbor Heating & Cooling

reg. $139.00

this week
only! Now $79

574-825-1677

 851 US 20, Middlebury, IN • 574-825-7222
OPEN Sun.-Thurs. 11am-10pm; Fri. & Sat. 11am-11pm

www.rullispizza.com

12 PIECE 
BROASTER STYLE 
CHICKEN, 
8 WEDGES, 
1 LOAF OF BREAD 
AND LARGE 
HOUSE SALAD 

Carry-out only. Expires 5.31.12
WE DELIVER!

$14.99

260 D North Village Dr.
Shipshewana, IN 46565

Devon Weaver CTP, CQPA
Offi ce: 260-768-4760
Offi ce: 260-768-7198
www.keepingtabs.us

Offer good with coupon only.
Coupon Expires 5/31/12

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

Individual & Business 
Tax Preparation
This is your personal 

invitation to come see us 
at our offi ces in the Troyer 
Saddlery building. We are 

located  across from Country 
Corral Restaurant. Let us put 

15 years of accounting & 
10 years of tax preparation 
experience to work for you. 

We offer tax prep for 
individual & business 

(including S-corps & LLCs), as 
well as full service accounting 

& payroll services.

$10 OFF COUPON FOR TAX PREP

Infuse Salon 129-C Orpha Drive @ South Pointe Plaza, Middlebury 
574-825-2449

~ OPI GELS ~ Iconic OPI Color ~
Weeks of Glossy Wear Goes on like a polish and is 

comparable to the CND Shellac

May SpecialS!!!
Spa Pedi’s $30.00 (regularly $37 value) • Prom Updo’s $10.00 OFF (regularly $50 and up)

$10.00 OFF A Color Service (Starting at $45) • $10.00 Hair Cuts (10 years & older; doesn’t include style)

SCheDule yOur aPPOINtMeNt tODay WIth 
KImbErLy ONLy INDePeNDeNt haIrStylISt aND NaIl teChNICIaN

Gift Certificates are available as well (@ regular cost only)

Get your Gel nails done for Prom or whatever occasion!
Only $22 (regularly a $28 value)

Find uS on thE wEB at
www.agoodneighbornews.comClassified Rates 10¢ PeR WoRd

$5.00 MiniMuM ContaCt us at 574-825-1677

InsIde the tea Room
CONTINUED FROM PG 1

dishes in the sink i could over-
hear conversation behind me – it 
seemed as though the little cous-
ins were in the process of learn-
ing how to play with each other.  
their interactions are sometimes 
comical and other times concern-
ing.  my contribution to the con-
versation was “leave them be … 
they will work it out”.  i started 
to think about how it is we learn 
to interact with others – it is by 
example.  having the little ones 
about is what prompted my “self-
evaluation”.  i want to be a better 
example; plain and simple.  my 
heart fills with joy when one of 
our kids will use parenting skills 
that are to be commended. (time 
and again i see couples with chil-
dren who do not “parent” their 
children at all).  i wonder if my 
mom and grandmother ever felt 

this same way.  each day we are 
given is filled with gifts; some 
simple – others profound, and yet 
i marvel at just how many times 
i smile every day when there is 
so much unhappiness and dis-
content in the world around me.  
i will be 54 years old this year 
and i am still growing, still evolv-
ing, still learning … every bit as 
much as the toddlers that i find 
hugging my knees every week on 
family night.  this life is fascinat-
ing and i want to be the best me 
i can be as i continue toward the 
end of my journey here.  thank 
god i will be able to ask for for-
giveness along the way because 
i have found that the path can be 
rather challenging at times and 
the lighter my load is the easier 
it will be to navigate.  

the vIsIon
by bill raybuck ©
i’ve put a lot of thought into 

this article, and i hope it reaches 
someone somewhere...

i’ve made decisions in my life 
that i regret, while other deci-
sions have molded me into the 
person i am today. i had hopes 
and dreams when i was a child, i 
wanted to work for the fbi and go 
after the bad guys of the world. 
we all have this preconceived 
notion of “how our world should 
be”, but in reality it changes and 
evolves so rapidly, that any hope 
of a picture perfect existence is 
next to impossible. in place of 
that original dream, i’ve done a 
lot with my life. i’ve been in the 
navy and traveled the world. i 

was a licensed funeral direc-
tor and embalmer in california, 
a firefighter and emt for the 
city of bristol, and i’m currently 
a master mason and a marked 
man for christ. looking back, i 
filled the void of never reaching 
that original goal by achieving 
all these other things. we’ve all 
had visions of what we expected 
out of our lives, but in the end, 
the fact that we were here is a 
testament within itself. every 
word spoken to someone is a 
ripple across the water... every 
seed we plant; we hope it grows 
to fruition. don’t worry that you 
won’t leave your mark, because 
somewhere along the way, you 
reached someone... someone 

who needed to smile, some-
one who needed to be heard... 
someone who just needed to be 
acknowledged. every day is a 
chance for all of us to make a 
difference. it may seem like the 
smallest thing to you, but to the 
person who “needs”, it may be 
the single greatest thing that 
they’ve ever known. i hope i can 
make a difference in someone’s 
life like that. i hope if someone 
i know is reading this, that i’ve 
been the best friend i could be, 
and that when you needed me, i 
was there. i urge you, the reader 
to be the person you’re capable 
of being... push yourself to attain 
your goals, and above all else, 
follow your heart. 


